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SIR, 


ty-Dignity, I make bold to ac- 
quaint you, . that laſt Market-day 
I bought your Book, and. have 
ſince read it without prejudice ; and am glad to find 
that. a Man of your fide, - though he makes no 
| Abatements, in his Wit, uſes ſo great Moderation 
| and Temper in his Arguments. I am willing to 
| think. I have done what you never did ; for I 
have really conſider d your Book, which had you 
done. who live. within the Air of the Court, and 
| muſt needs be infected with good breeding, you 
had doubtleſs-retrenched divers Paſlages , that 
are full enough of Wit, ( you'll fay ) but not 
| quite ſo full of good Manners. In ſhorr, , Sir, 
{ had you conſider'd, you had never printed; and 


however at other times the Burthen of Writing may ?- 35: 


| bave lain upon your Shoulders, you would for once 
have con{1der'd upon whoſe Shoulders the Burthen 

| of Reading was to. lie. - For my own part Ideſign 
to do this, and ſhall therefore. draw up wharl 
have to ſay, in as little compaſs as I can ; for, as 
arnoedrninmes amb 


— 


I'TTH all due Reſpect to your Ci. 


'TÞ 


Flrace ſays upon the like Occaſion, ſhould I too | nd 
long interrupt your Care of your thirty thouland,, | is 
how could I anſwer it to the Pariſh ? | 1n 


To begin therefore, I agree with you, that | ti 
Indifferent Things are in their own narure-alrer- | th 
able, and even a Country Divine may gather from | h 
the Rubric, that Ceremomes ate ſuch Indifferent | 
Things. "Tis an acknowledg'd Truth, and will | v 
be fo, chongh you prov'd it in ſix pages more: | n 
Wherefore it you pleaſe we'll take it for granred, Þ v 
and go on to the main Point, which is, making | 4 
Ahkerations at this time : Of this you vive us your | t: 
Senfe m divers Places ; I wiſh you would pleake Þ i 
to reconcile %em. For out Weltern Underltandings | 7 
cannor 1o readily comprehend, how the Reaſon'of x 
thing ſhews the Neceſſity, though there be no Neceſfy 
in the Times thenſeloes, fo that good mid wiſe 'Min | 
may differ upon the Point, binno man canoppoke Þ 
ir, that has cool and ſober thouohts. Make bur thek | 3 
Paſlages conſiſt, and you ſhall have my Vote to | | 
be Chairman in the next Committee of Union! | ! 
Bur fince you allow fo gracioully that'Good and | + 
Wiſe Men may differ, pray why ſo hard upon | | 
the Good Vien, thatare not of the Wiſe Mens | | 

| 


Opitizon'? Muft we needs be kick'd om of Charch, | 
oj tike he ERablih'd Licargy? anhd\-awvay to 
edlam for cool and ſober _ Is there no Uſe of | 
our Pews Þbutto ſit im atthe Sacrannent? fre the bv: 
v 41 \v-+- yp * 
nor 


Fi] 


| nor of . God would diſpenſe with Kneeling ; ; nor. | 
| is the Peace and Intereſt of the Ringdom ſo concernd* * [ i 
| in theſe. Alterations, but a Man may till uſe | 
| the Crols in Baptiſm, without being ſworn. to lj 


| the Peace; and carry a Knife about him, chough 
| he ſhould beſpeak two Godfathers. i 
| - It were to be wiſh'd too, that the Wiſe Men [ij 
| would a little adjuſt their Notions for the be- | | 
{ nefit of us Country-men, who are now perplex'd 
| with their different , Sentiments, as bad as Judge 
| 4— was, . when the Lawyer ſpake for the De- 
| fendant,, One with great Depth and Gravity in- 1/.tetter. | | 
| forms us, that the Nature of the Things themſelves | 
| requires an Alteration. Another with as much. 
| form aſſures us that the times exact ic, and in 

| caſe we demur upon the Point, the Nation will 

| abhor. us, and the Parliament reduce us to the State | 
of Scotland, You mult imagine this puts us in l 
| a terrible Fright, for the Mans as confident as if | 


he were a Member, and a Scot too. Bur to.com- | 
fort our Hearts down comes Tertius 6 Clo, - ( like mM 
Tumbler '1nto the [Ile of Pines) not altogether 'Mj 


ſo wite, but much the merrielt of the three; and lt 
le.crys,. No ſuch matter, good People, the Na-%: '' Liik 
ture of the things require no Alteration ; all your fear [. 
is ridiculous 3, and, therefore,, Old Getttleman, lay [if 
\ down your'Spit and, your Firefork, and ler you Il 
"> 31S; A | 


44 


[ 4 


and 1 exchange a ſcrap of Latin, and break a' | 
Jeſt or two upon this great Occaſion. _ | 


You Wiſe Men of the Weſt, think it reaſonable the 
End ſhould be conſider'd before the Means are reſolu d 
upon; which is very Sage and Grave, and becoming your 
Country Wiſdom, which does nothing in vai ; ne- 
ver brews Ale without ſome body to drink it, and 
never ſets a Hen but to breed Chickens, according 
to that Logical Axiom which you han't quite forgot, 
Finis primum in mtelle&u. Tine Sir, and if Wri- 
ters, as well as Brewers, would but conſtder 
that Axiom, Oh Heavens! what Ale and Pam- 
phlers ſhould we have! Bur you forget, Sir, one 
main ' point of Country Wiſdom, which is this, 
That we never make Pies without Paper to put 
under 'em; and therefore your Book coming fo 
very opportunely, my Maid went cheerfully to 
Baking. As for Brewing, you ſay well, thar 
we always do it in hopes ſome honeſt Man 
may be the better for't ; for do you think, I'd 
have brew'd laſt March, had I thought the Dif: 
ſenters were to drink it this February ? The driak 
would never have work'd, Man. But how come 
you to be fo knowing in our Country Buli- 
nels? Ti regere imperio, as the Poet has it ; Do 
you 'miind Beef, and Whitechapel, and fet up your 
Pillars at thoſe Bars : You'' may. keep. a few 
Hens (inſtead of Fathers) in your Cocklofr,to learn 

OS WY WI. | ah 


1% 1 


how to reckon your Chickens ; but 'as- ever'you 

hope to have a Dignity,not a word of Ale or Union. 
You fee, Sir, how forward we Country Peo- 

ple are to get into the City faſhion. You give 

us the Laws of Writing, and your Examplemutt 

be our Apology, it we endeavor to- trace your 

ſteps. We do it, as becomes us, with a Lounge 

| fequere — preſerving the due diſtance between a 

| poor Country Vicar, and one that drinks Sacks in p. 35: 

the Veſtry. But'we had rather you'd. forbear ſet- 

ting us theſe Copies, becauſe they. take us too 

much oft from our Country Buſinels : we ſhould 

brew better Ale, if you minded your Cuſtard-; 

and our Hens would lay, - though you did not cac- 

kle : Therefore pray Sir, for the future keep your 

witty Notions of Cookery to your (elf, and leave. us y. «9. 

to our old Service, and brown Apple-Pie, which 

we cart feed upon» very:contentedly, ar leaft till 

the Convocation. finds' us: better Victuals. 

It is a great Condelcenſton in_you after all your 
ſharpneſs, ro ſubmit-ro that Country-: Method 
you have railled, though. at laſt-you' graciouſly 
do ir, and conſider both. the End and ' Means. 
Your End, it ſeems, is - bringing in Diflenters, 
and your Means, Abatements and Alterations, 
and for'thele- you give us twoinotable Reaſons; 
+, That the Church! may be-clean. 2. That Re- 
ligion- may- be trim.. "That the: Church may. he - 

6 p Wo '% 
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[6] 


clean, tis plain; for you mean not. to cleanſe + 
way The Pillars ; þut only to. take down the old Ef- | 


cocheon, arid ſweep. away a few old Cobwebs, whi- 
ten the Walls, and ſet uþ a new Gallery, Now |] 


want ſome body to {cour thele dirty Similitudes, 
tor, otherwiſe tis. very, hard to decipher 'em, | 
hope you-don't mean the Kings Arms by your 
Etcocheon, but ſome old Barons that has Noly- 
mus mutare..leges Anglie tor the Motto, And. lup- 
pole we take down this Eſcocheon, will you e- 


cure us againſt che Court of Honor i or will ary 


man elſe ſecure us that you wont take down. the 


Commiandments too ? Theſe things ought to bt 
confiderd the rather, becauſe, your Cobwebs ſeem 
to glance at the Lawn Sleeves, and I wou'd not 
have them turti'd into. Scotch-Cloath ; but for a 


new Gallery, I am ready'to pay miy;Proportion as 


ſoon as 'tis agreed how to place ito; acconnt. , | 
We. are under the' ſame Apprehenſions' from 
your ſecond Argument , © notwithſtanding your 


courteous:Declaration, that you are. not ſo. filly 4 


to think: Religion us m a Conſumption, nor; intend: to 
give ber Aſſes Milk, ( no pray don't ) hor would you 


have her ſuch a Madwoman as to think you will cut off 


her Head, when you only defign to ſhave ber Beard ; and 
therefore let ber ſubmit her Face to a ſpeedy Reformation. 
| perceive. you obſerve Decorum, Sir, and - coriclude 
this-rmay paſs with Chailtians, knowing wy. - 


a> Py 
be. 
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-. 


ES] 
| Old Teſtament. Jew- would: ſooner lofe his; Head 
than. aiarr the corner of "his. Beard. . [Bur that Lerix 27. 
| grave Ceremony | being long ſince antiquated, you. 
prefurne Religion may; now ſend for a, Barber ; 
with | All amy: hear t Sl zi RIOQV ded | K be not dann, 2. Samn,x.4e- 
who, bwheg be has balt- thay'd her will cc off her 
Garments too, and ſhow: het Buttocks, and then 
ſhe may be {ent to Jericho. But pray,'good merry 
| Gentkeman, ales all tisdGayery retarn t9 your 
cad} and' (ober Thoughts, 'aad conlider hoy. de- 
cently you beltaw that Wirtiof yOurs UPON MAtrELS 
of Religion : merhinks a Miniſter ſhould have a 
more awful Kcaob he Ghurch, lome greater Re- 
ſpect for the Good and Wik Men that differ fron. 


bim; ſome. higher regard $6. his own Coar. and. 
Funttion, than make the Buligels of a Convo- 
cation the Subject of his Raillery. Religion would 
mdeed makerbut-a;veryodd Figure, at /all Men paint- p. 
dit ;ar this: rare; the Natian might. juftly abhor 
| bothitand them, and the Lay-men beas forward 
weyera Ghurch-man. of you all,,.not.oaly.to al- 
ir, 'bucaal M Tr [1 It, » \£x2ys | Six, confider this A 
little, and govera your Spleen; there are. other 
Subjects enough to paſs away. your Times of Mer- p. 20. 
ment; and, your:Cap would. become you-much 
beitary if 4, were nor for! your Habit... 1, 
 And.now, Sir, if you will pardon.chis Digrel- 
kon!, well haye done with your Means, and 
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[3] 


imagine a ſhott Dialogue berween' us concerning BW 
your End ; to'ſee what Benefits we may hope for | 7 
when the Church is [wept, 'and fo forth. tf 


Sir, - when the Church is ſwept, and fo forth, | E 
the Diſſenters (who! your know are a'nice People, | v 
and affe& ait extraordinary Cleanlineſs in Religi. | 
on) will come in like the ſeven Spirits in the Go- | 0 
ſpel. They would have come in before bur they | 
wanted a Gallery, and ſome odd mſwnificant Figure | * 
ſKar'd*em full' in; the face, and frighted them ; but Þ i 
now- that the Church Walls are whited, welcome || 
Getitlerneti;' fit ty! TK 

'T'profels, Sir , ' I could never: have imagini | 
there would have come {o tnany though ; why | | 
here's ſuch a Multicude, one Church will never þ 
hold 'em : we muſt e'en ſubdivide, eſpecially foe Þ | 
of the grearer Pariſhes (04 010 4 
 Holdyoun there, 'Sir, it'is not'come to that-yet | | 
What, ' Wedivide that are for Union? You ſhall Þ | 
{ce I'll make room enough in! my Church prefeat- | | 
ly :- AvauntHhabaptiſts ; Take'away the Eraſtian, | 
Il have none of thoſe Quakers. Look, Sir,” here's 
a Flock of wild Diſſenters that can never be folded. 

Nay then we may e'en pull down the Gallery. 

Verily and {o- we might, -if it 'were not-tor 
1ome gleanmys of the Toleration,' who/are for a Nu- 
tional Church. © They are bur a few, Sir, 'and you 
{ee they are very grave : Pray let the Gallery-ſtand, 


tis 


"ow _" I 


[9]? 

| tis only: for thoſfew ; as for the ſtiff. and peeviſh 
Diſſeniers, Independents,; and the 'reft of: thoſe 
| inflexible, wichriſtian Fanaticks ; if they {er/but.one 
| Foot.in-my Jun 44 ring the Bells back- 
| wards... 
| _ Pray, Sir, How many do you chink your Grave 
| ones are? Ts 
|» About a5 manyias: the edn 5 "ors we poll 4 p. 5: 
| 'em firſt, and quairel d: with' the Service accord- 

ingl 
iis theſe Genrlemen. ever: r apply to the Con- 
| vocation? 7 
| .::NÞ;- os if as ſhoald, [ hope ay: knw * emt- 
| better than to truſt 'em., A004 
{ .. Then, methinks, it is a hopeleſs Pj: to 
lace, wid them Wwe;cannot .cruft; | 

Oh Lond | Why: that's the very Realon of our 2. 2. 
Project... They have cold us downright ,- that 
they. won't be fatisfied: with any Alterations we 
can make; and do: you think we: "NE avs if 
we\curlk revſt £1 2:5 1.35 i. TO! 

Explain your-felf, 1 Heſtedh nad 250 36 

\Why- we know * 'em_ for' a Torch "of Eying 
Knaxes, that can neyer keep their Word ; and 
victclore', having caught ' em: av declaring they 
won't come-in,;,We Arkas lurcot * em as it we had 
nichac the Cs GDI 20000 15 4:14 


9 
2, 
6, 
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B. And 


[16] 


And when you have theſe Gentlemen; what 
do-you intend to:do-with/ erat tn! 
-; Do with 'em? there's. a Queſtion !'' Preſent” em. 
to. depriv'd Mens Livings ; make!em Convocation- 
Men to affront the Biſhops, ſtrengthen, enlarge, and 
beautifie the beſt Church; in the: World withiem, Thele 
Fellows are fit for any thing. $915 200 
* Much- ood-dexye, Sir, with your newAcquain- 
tance. And ſo' much for imaginary Dialogue. 
To return to my Letter ; You ſeem to haye 
torgot - one main-thing: when? you } altered;your 
Church, and that was, to make up your:Chan- 
cel Doo; :for it may (6. happen, thatmoreCon- 
 tormiſts may go out ar thar,.than grave Diſſenters. 
wilt come in at:the other : ſeveral honeſt Gentle- 
men have told ns:{o, *and:we/know erm ſo well 
that we dare truſt {em; ſpecially * ſince your 
Book 1s on their fide: for when the Alterations 
take place, then they are' the Diſſenters,' and'all 
your Arguments are'on their'ſide, and your Rea- 
lons for altering will plead as' ſtrongly: for reſts 
rmg what has been altered. : So that here's the Old 
Judge again;- and I ſee no way to get our ofthis 
Perplexity, but only the. quier Enjoyment of the 
Liturgy, wei-have,. and renguncingi all Propoſals 


; © 


{ 


of changing for the-ſake.ob Diflenters. [29 3.N0V; 
There are other Arguments. that-carry a'fairer 
Appearance ; as firſt, the Biſhops Promiſe, This 


the 


THY 1 

the Partiament has effectually fulfill 'd : a. Tolera- 
tion was the utmoſt the Diſſenters aim'd at: if 
| you don't like that Favour, pray give it us again. 


But you add, There was a ſolemn Proteſtation, viz, p. 28. 


a tacit Agreement .among all thinking and ſober Men 
ro, do ſo and fo. [Sure this was ſome Chriſtmas 
| Evening, when the Gentlemen were got to ſtill 
| Muſick, and therefore they proteſted ſilently, be- 
| canſe any Man that ſpoke: was to be. ſmutred. 
Pray, Sir, did this Silence invade your Ears at a 
 diſtance?..or, were you of the Company ? Durſt 
| they play with ſo merry a Gentleman, when there 
' was ſuch a Penalty upon Laughing 2 The Propo- 
| fal youtell us of, would have ſent the Cork quite 
round. the Company: for what can be more ex- 
travagant,: than for. ſober and thinking. Men to 
reſolve and proteſt {o ſolemnly, Thar it ever their 
Church 'ſcap'd the Papiſts, they would be ſure to 


give. it up, ro. the Fanaticks. I ſuppoſe, Your 


Head has as much room in it as the Weſtern Gentle- p. 4. 


man's, and ſorne to ſpare ; and undoubtedly there 
was the Meeting when this tacit Agreement was 
reſolv'd upon. Could not you leave it a racit 
one, as they made it? They'll remove their Club . 
to another Houle it they know you blab thus ; 
or it may be they 1] diſperſe, and then how ſhall 
we rally. 'em to make good their Bargain and Sale 2 
You mult lie down again and think, and put up: 
> LO = OY a Bull 


hug: ] 


a Bill pon. yout Forehead to/give notice'that your 
Head's ready, 'and: there is-not ſo fit! a Place in 
England for 'em'to meet in: bur if they ſhould | 
nor come, becauſe the Room's unfurniſh'd, don't | 
you grovy arigry with the; whole” Church; and | - 
frerand->fumne, and cry, Tricks, 'Chents, 10 Body | 
will traft*em more. © It would better become yout | 
if you thought | 


Character 'tO fawn, upon em 
them fo like your Diſſentets. 


. 


Another! Argument is; "The King will reſent 
| believe this Secret was reveal'd to 
you in a ſecond' Fit of Thinking; for 1 doit re- 


our Refulſa). 


member your Name in the Lift of the Privy Coun: 
cil; and fo-rhere's hopes you may ſpeak with: 
out Commiſſion. To be plain with you, you 
alterittg* comprehending Sons of Levi rake* too 
much upon you, making bold with the King's 
Name upon every. Occaſion, and pretending fuch 
an intimare. Acquaintance with things ſo far qu 
of your reach. You make the King but a {curvy 
Complement, when you trump up that Argu- 
meat for him which founded fo harſh inthe late 
Reign. The reſt of the Clergy have more juſt 
and honorable Thoughts of him : they rely \upon 
his Werd, and after ſo many repeated Affurances 
of his Gracious Inclinations towards them, can- 
not queſtion bur the Church ſhall continue fafe 
and quier under his Protetion, arid happy in his 
Favor. You 


+ 


L:i13:] 


" You may- chance 'to be 'as much. deceiv'd.1irh þ. 24. 


arty Hoc of 'the Parliament, ſince- the better 
| part of the Members are/as averſe to Alterations as 
| weate, Except'iin your Book, I never heard that 
| in Sixty One they made'an A& to eſtabliſh: rhe 
| Licurgy as it is," and: that we delire to ſtick to, ar 
| Teaſt tall they alter their Mind. © Give us leave, 
| Sir, to ſtay their time; and' when they ſignifie 
their Pleafure, we ſhall know out Duty without 
| conteſting who are fitteſt Judges | of - Expedience: 
| You need not doubr it, Sit, you have fecurd” the 
Point, by affuring us that 'otherwiſe the Patlia- 
' ment will turn the Convocation into Surgeoins- Hall ; 
and then what a Figure ottr Church will make? 
| For if we won't leave out the Apocrypha, there 1s 
| no remedy but the $M relolve-iriro a Col- 


they ſer the Convocation about that Work ; bur, ,, 


| lege of Phyſicians, and ſend for Surgeons to cut up. 
| Tobit's Dog immediately. Shan't they be Barber- 


| Sargeons, Sir ? for theft they may ſhave Religion 
| too? Well 'tis a heavy Dooni this: Pray Mr! T---m 
ſtay a little; the Gentleman may comme t6'ſormie 
Temper with the Dog ; for he looks as if he 
| might be perſuaded to come over a Stick (for 
IE i nd OO Ov DE IS TORELS ILIO\ 
I profeſs, Sir, T am mightily taken with this 
| turning the Clergy into Surgeons, 'tis fo proper 


a Metamorphoſis tor the Miniſters of a Perſecuting p. zz. _ 


Church; 
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Þ. 23» 


P. 9. 34: 
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Church. Now let 'em cut, and lance, ,and cup, 


and ſcarifie tender Conſciences without mercy,,. 2s 


=. as 'tis in their. Vocation, but ir-did not ſo 
well become 'em when they had their Caſlocks 


on. : And pray, Sir, tell me, were they all tranſ- | 


form'd into.Surgeons ? No, no, a double majority 


why thoſe were the Longitudinarians JP  \ lo | 


they were, and therefore were turn'd into little 


. ſhort Puppets of about an Inch; and a huge di- 


contented Lay-man got a. Licence from the Maſter 
of the Revels, to ſhow 'em. in Smithfield, and he 


ſhow'd. 'em and danc'd 'em to the Tune of Chriſt- 


Church: Bells, and you would not imagine what a 
deal of Cuſtom he had, yet he did it {o clumſily, 
that. I: faw him draw the Wire,  __ 
: *Tis well you were there, Sir, that the Show 
might be ſure/of a Merry Andrew : For (to.change 
the Scene) that's a CharaGter becomes you (o ve- 
ry well, that you ought to ſtick to. it. Though 
the diſcontented Layman ſhould recoyer his Place 
at Court, yer don't. you petition for a Place.un- 
der him, for of all things, Courtſhip is the moſt 
contrary. to your Genius. Trade .on in meek 
Satyr; which does not beſpatter half ſo much as 
your general fulſom Commendartions. * Ir is more 
credit ro the Prolocutor to be quite ſhut our of your 


good Graces, than either of thoſe great and excel- 
kent Perſons whom you fawn upon, get by eg 


ſo clumfily carelsd. 


= 1 a *«@ "ITT Y a. A. 


[45-] 
If Mr. L> s Beard offend you, lie till, and he 
ſhall ſhave twice a Week: Well ſend him 
the Barber, as ſoon as he has done with Re- 
ligion : And when his hand's in ſhall he ſhave 
| Athanaſius too? I would fain have him ſtand well 
| in your Opinion. Quicunque vult ! That ſhews he 
| was not for impoſing. An honeſt civil well- 
| meaning Gentleman, he might want a few cool 
| and ſober Thoughts, when he writ his Creed ; but 
ſure he was not ſo damnable drunk, as T. F_ 
| fays. 
"Air, [ thank you for your Coat and Badge; in 
return I haye ſent you a ſhort Presbyterian Cloak, 
particolord, with Aﬀlent and Conſent in the Red, 
| and Abatements and Alterations in the Yellow. 
| You havea Cap already; to make you complete, 
| my Hen has juſt laid, and I have ſent you an Egg ; 
| and fo I thank you for your Letter, which the oft- 
ner I read, the fuller it convinces me of what you 
infinuate (p. 14.) that 'tis always the ſoft ſide 
of a Man's Head which inclines him to unite with 
the Diflencers. oo # 
I am, Sir, 
Ge 
Remember me kindly to your Dull Second, 


and tell him he has the ſafeſt way of 
writing of any man I have met with. 


FINIS. 


